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Fishbourne Parish Council 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  
held at the Fishbourne Centre on Monday 11 April 2022 at 7pm 

 
Present:  Cllr G Hand (Chairman), Cllr R Bates, Cllr H Marshall & Cllr A Porter 
 
In attendance: Mrs L Wright (Clerk), 2 members of the public. 
 

A22/01 Apologies. There were apologies from Cllrs Mason and Hunter, D/Cllrs Moss and Plant and 
C/Cllr Joy. 

 
A22/02 Declarations of interest 
 None. 
 
A22/03 Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 20 April 2021 

It was RESOLVED TO APPROVE the minutes and the Chairman duly signed them as an 
accurate record of that meeting. 
 

A22/04 Chairman’s Report: Cllr Hand reported: 
 
 TWO YEARS LIKE NO OTHERS 
 The Chairman thanked everyone who played their part in overcoming the Coronavirus 

pandemic. 
 
 WHAT HAS THE PARISH COUNCIL BEEN DOING DURING THE PANDEMIC? 

 Discussions with CDC on impossibility of meeting 250 target… reduced to 40 
…reduced to 30 (hopefully with no last-minute increase); 

 Objecting to the varied applications on Bethwines; 
 Objecting to the proposal for 100+ houses in Clay Lane (Gleesons’ community 

consultation); 
 Scouring websites for examples of Revised Neighbourhood Plans (NP) which have 

been approved by examiners; 
 Reviewed the Examiner’s comments on our previous NP (2014-29); 
 Attended training courses; 
 Arranged a Strategic Environmental Assessment with AECOM ( a global consultancy 

whose fees are being paid for us by Locality) 
 Held “e-mail meetings” and Zoom meetings with the NP Review group and restarted 

regular meetings 
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THE BETHWINES SAGA 
20/023054/FUL   35 Affordable Housing (ELX). 
       Refused  ….  appeal … dismissed (11 pages)…. judicial review?? 
21/02555/FUL  Doggy Care 
      Refused … appeal in process   
21/03704/EIA  Request for Screening Opinion for 230 residential homes 
      LPA considers an Environmental Assessment would be required – and sets out 9 pages 

of what would be required including all our points of objection.  
22/00609/PNO  Demolition of existing agricultural barn 

LPA response: as permitted development, prior approval will not be required “subject to 
the requirements of the Town and Country Planning General Development Order.” (This 
does not give the developer the power to act unless with the consent of the owner.)    

22/00575/PA3B Change of use from agricultural building to storage use. 
      Consultation still open 
The landowner reported that a statutory review had dismissed the appeal for the 35 home 
exception site on 19 January 2022 so in her view the option is now closed. As far as she is 
concerned the applicants have no rights or access to the agricultural barn which she has 
no intention of either demolishing or changing its use. 
 
AECOM - Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 
(1) Screening to see if the proposed plan would require an SEA (Result: YES); 
(2) Consideration of Reasonable Alternatives; 
(2) Scoping to enable consultation with outside agencies; 
(3) Preparation of Environmental Report to accompany FNPR at pre-submission. 
 
THE COUNCIL’S CHANGING PRIORITIES 
Originally, the priority was to reduce the 250. 
Having achieved that, the priority changed to assessing the impact on Fishbourne of the 
cumulative consequences on the A259 and the unintended consequences on the Village’s 
rat runs which are already overused and dangerously unfit for purpose. 
This has led to the production of a report which will be used to raise the issue in the minds 
of the decision-takers. 
 
ARE THE THREATS STILL THERE? 
Oh yes – the Revised Neighbourhood Plan will be subjected to minute scrutiny by the 
developers and their legal team. 
However there is some GOOD NEWS: CDC has produced its five-year housing land 
supply target so developers can no longer use this to support an increase in their bids. 
And there’s more Good News …….. 
 
PROJECTS YOU IDENTIFIED 

 The new pavement in Blackboy Lane makes it safer and easier for pedestrians to 
access the Fishbourne Centre, the pre-school and the Children’s Play Area. 

 The new bus shelter outside the Woolpack is not only a welcome way of sheltering 
from the elements but is an attractive contribution to the village street scene. 
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A22/05 Finance Report: Cllr. Porter reported : 

 For the financial year just ended, we set a precept — our income collected through the 
council tax — of just over £60,300. As I mentioned last year, this was significantly up on the 
previous year, because the Council agreed to increase its regular annual grant to the 
Fishbourne Playing Fields Association by £5000. 

 Over all, our day to day running costs have come in slightly under our budget.  The 
underspend, of a couple of thousand pounds, will be moved to our reserves.  As has been 
the case for several years, our biggest single expense is repayment of the loan taken out for 
the building of the Fishbourne Centre. 

 One area which was significantly underspent was our Neighbourhood Plan.  £4000 had 
been set aside for the costs of finalising the plan – something which has not happened 
because of delays with the Chichester District Plan.  Again, the money will be moved into 
reserves. 

During the year, we gave a number of grants to organisations which are either based in the 
village or work with people in the village. These grants were: 

 Fishbourne Pre-school: £650  
 Fishbourne Primary School: £480  
 Fishbourne Companions: £650 
 4SIGHT: £220  
 Citizens Advice: £200 
 A Fishbourne resident who has been selected to attend the World Scouting 

Jamboree: £500.  This request came outside the usual timetable, but the Council 
considered it was a good cause and took the money from contingencies. 

 FPFA: £6000 annual grant to be used for cutting the playing field grass, and public 
liability insurance. 

The council has financed projects from its earmarked reserves and from other sources of 
funding.  The new bus stop outside The Woolpack used money from the New Homes Bonus 
and Douglas Briggs Partnership were pleased to assist the Parish Council with the 
preparation of their plans.  An additional Speed Indicator Device was purchased for 
Appledram Lane South using money reserved for Neighbourhood Plan projects.  The new 
footpath at the southern end of Blackboy Lane was funded directly by West Sussex County 
Council after a successful bid under the Community Highways Scheme.  While this meant 
there was no financial cost to the Council, the bid did take up a substantial amount of the 
Clerk’s time – demonstrating the value of employing a Clerk. 

 Looking ahead to the financial year which has just started, we have kept the increase in the 
Parish Precent to 1.24 per cent.  This means a Band D property will be paying only an extra 
penny a week.  We have been able to keep costs broadly similar to last year, partly through 
our policy of locking in contracts and prices for three years where possible.  It’s almost 
certain, though, that we will see prices rise when these come to an end. 

 
A22/06 Public Questions 
  
 There were no questions. 
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A22/07 Annual Parish Meeting 2023  
 

Before Covid there had been a suggestion that the Annual Parish Meeting should invite local 
clubs and societies and residents to all come together and celebrate Fishbourne. The aim 
will be to organise this for the Annual Parish Meeting 2023, in which case planning the event 
should start very soon.         

          The meeting closed at 7.27pm 
Signed………………………………………………. 

 
Date………………………………………………... 
 


