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Notes from the meeting held on 27 April 2022 at 7pm in the Fishbourne Centre 

Present: Geoff Hand, Lucy Wright, Trina Miliam, Geoff and Paula Smith, Anne Stevenson, Roger 
Gould, Pat and Rita Lowry, Suzanne Carn. 

1. Report on Bethwines  
 20/02303/FUL 35 Affordable houses 

Refused  appeal  dismissed  dismissed by statutory review 

 21/02555/FUL Doggy day care 

Refused  appeal in progress  unlikely to succeed because not covered by extension to 
Option. FPC has written to HM Planning Inspectorate. 

 21/03704/EIA Request for Screening Opinion for 230 houses 

LPA considers an EIA WOULD be required. If this leads to a full application, it will be circulated. 

 22/00609/PNO Demolition of existing agricultural barn. 

LPA response: as permitted development, prior approval will not be required but any action 
would be ‘subject to the requirements of the Town and Country General Development Order’. 
This does NOT give the developer the power to act unless with the consent of the owner. 

 22/00575/PA3B Change of use from agricultural building to storage use 

LPA response: REFUSED mainly due to inadequacies of the application. 

Lurking bombs? Developers might attack our Neighbourhood Plan and the Local Plan at the 
examination in public. 

2. Neighbourhood Plan Review 
a. Confirmation of type of review 
 
The review process can take a number of forms. We have taken advantage of delays in the revision 
of the Local Plan, to conduct a more thorough review than would have been necessary. This means 
we have been able to consider:  

 the far reaching consequences of coronavirus; 
 the increasingly recognised importance of mitigating climate change; 
 the need for infrastructure to be in place alongside development;  
 the changing role of local government in the Government’s Levelling- Up Programme; 
 the forthcoming Planning Bill;  
 a clearer and simpler format than that of  our present Neighbourhood Plan; 
 the constructive comments of the Examiner of our current plan; 
 the destructive comments made by developers about our current plan; 
 the latest version of the National Planning Policy Framework(2012 and updated 2018, 2019 

and 2021); 



 the emerging policies of the draft of the revised Chichester District Local Plan 
 the comments of the community in the Village Survey of 2018; 
 an invitation to the community to respond digitally or by post to the proposed objectives of 

the Revised Neighbourhood Plan (in the light of the difficulty of holding actual meetings 
during the pandemic).                                                    

 In doing this, we hope we have been able to produce a Plan that meets the NPPF requirement that 
plans should “provide a practical framework within which decisions on 
planning applications can be made with a high degree of predictability and efficiency.” 
 
b. Discussion and agreement of the Contents Page 

This was agreed 

c. Confirmation of Chapter 1 and Chapter 2 

The group suggested various amendments which were noted by GH for consolidation into the next 
draft. 

d. Discussion on the procedure for the selection of sites 

GH advised that all sites must be compared to each other using the same parameters. The 
resulting table will then use a traffic lights system to show which sites are unacceptable (red), which 
are possible (amber) and which are preferred (green). 

3. Role of AECOM and the significance of the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 

GH had distributed a paper before the meeting. AECOM has been instructed by the Parish Council to 
produce an SEA for the Neighbourhood Plan. This is a high level report on the environmental 
acceptability of sites for housing within the Parish. So far AECOM has produced a Scoping Report and 
now wish to start work on the SEA itself which will only be possible once the final numbers are 
known. They will then consider all sites and assess their suitability for housing. This report will form 
part of the evidence base for the Neighbourhood Plan. 

4. When and how should we consult the wider public? 

GH suggested a special edition of the Village Voice when more is known and the public need to be 
consulted. 

In the next regular edition of the Village Voice it was agreed to produce an article showing what the 
group has done so far and to let residents know that they will be consulted as part of the plan-
making process. 

5. Date of next meeting 

The next meeting will be in the last week in May in the evening. GH to check for available dates. 

 

 

Lucy Wright  

3 May 2022 


