
FISHBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on  

Monday 11 April 2022 at 7.30pm at the Fishbourne Centre 
 

Present:  Cllr. G. Hand (Chairman), Cllr. Bates, Cllr. A. Horler, Cllr. H. Marshall Cllr. A. Porter and 
Cllr. A Relf 

 
In attendance: Mrs. L. Wright (Clerk) and 2 members of the public 

 
P22/1  Election of Chairman 

On a proposal from Cllr. Porter seconded by Cllr. Marshall Cllr. Hand was elected 
Chairman.    

P22/2  Apologies for absence 
Cllrs. Hunter and Mason, District Councillors Moss and Plant and County Councillor 
Joy’s apologies and reason for absence were accepted by the Council.  

 
P22/3  Declarations of interest by Councillors on any of the agenda items 

None. 
 

P22/4  Public questions on matters on the agenda 
None 

 
P22/5 Planning Applications.  The Clerk to submit the agreed responses to the Local 

Planning Authority.        LW 
P22/5.1 FB/22/00609/PNO - Fishbourne Housing Limited. Bethwines Farm, Blackboy Lane, 

Fishbourne. Demolition of existing agricultural barn. 
  The Council ratified the following response which had been agreed by email and 

submitted by the Clerk in order to fit within the timescale provided:  
  Given the lack of detail or evidence to support the claims made in this application, 

Fishbourne Parish Council urges the LPA to insist that prior approval would be 
required. At a minimum, there would need to be an environmental survey regarding 
bats, barn owls and nesting birds and details of the demolition process so that its 
impact could be calculated. 

  Since the applicant is not the owner of the land, how has the assessment been made 
that "the building is considered redundant"? 

P22/5.2 FB/22/00575/PA3R - Fishbourne Housing Limited. Bethwines Farm, Blackboy Lane, 
Fishbourne. Prior Approval - Change of use of existing agricultural building to storage 
use. 

  AGREED RESPONSE: Given the contradictions in the application and the lack of any 
evidence to support any of its claims, Fishbourne Parish Council urges the LPA to insist 
that prior approval would need to be required. Having quoted from the regulations 
that the building did not exceed 500 sq.m the application then refers to "the change of 
use of 501 sq.m of the existing agricultural building". 
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  As there is no indication of the nature of the proposed storage activity, it is difficult to 
estimate the detrimental effect on the efficiency of the farm, any increase in noise 
levels and the impact on the amount and nature of traffic flow. 

  There has been no consultation and the resultant application lacks credibility. It is in 
conflict with the view of the farm owner, the local population, Fishbourne 
Neighbourhood Plan and Fishbourne Parish Council 

P22/5.3  FB/22/00545/LBC - Mr I Froome. Holmwood Cottage  61 Fishbourne Road West 
Fishbourne. Removal and replacement of existing timber conservatory frame and 
glazing. Replacement of 2 no. single glazed first floor windows with new double glazed 
timber windows. 

  AGREED RESPONSE: NO COMMENT 
P22/5.4 FB/ 22/00911/LBC – Ms. T. Kidd. Blair Lusk 102 Fishbourne Road West, Fishbourne. 

Construction of a single storey rear extension. 
  AGREED RESPONSE: NO COMMENT 
 
P22/6   Planning Decisions 
  The following decisions by the Local Planning Authority were noted: 
P22/6.1 FB/22/00210/DOM Annelize Meyer. Estoril  Main Road Fishbourne. New vehicle 

access. 
 FPC- NO COMMENT      CDC - PERMIT 
P22/6.2 FB/22/00008/DOM Mr Neil Mackay. Gate House  14 Salthill Road Fishbourne. 

Proposed side extension to previously approved detached garage to create home 
office with storage/games room over. 

 FPC- NO COMMENT      CDC – PERMIT 
P22/6.3 FB/22/00609/PNO - Fishbourne Housing Limited. Bethwines Farm, Blackboy Lane, 

Fishbourne. Demolition of existing agricultural barn. 
 FPC – PRIOR APPROVAL REQUIRED  CDC - PRIOR APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED 
   
P22/7 Enforcement 
  There was nothing to note on enforcement. 
 
P22/8 Appeals 
  APP/L3815/W/21/3285978 -21/02553 Dog Day Care Centre, Bethwines Farm, 

Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne. The Council agreed to submit this additional response to 
the Planning Inspectorate: 

   Further to our detailed objection to this application, Fishbourne Parish Council would 
like to confirm its opposition and to add the following as a further clarification which it 
hopes the Inspector will find helpful. 
 The planning application forms were incomplete and failed to provide the LPA 
with the information which it needed in order to make a  validation decision. 
 The applicant declined to provide the information, so forcing the LPA to miss 
the deadline or to make their decision with inadequate data.   
More worrying, from our point of view, is the amount of incorrect or misleading 
information in the application including: 
 The claim that that the inspector could see the relevant parts of the appeal 
site sufficiently to judge the proposal from public land. That is totally untrue: we tried! 
 The incredible claim that none of the land to which the appeal relates is, or is 
part of, an agricultural holding. In fact, the farm has been run by the same family for 
generations and the current tenant farmer has provided us with the following detail:  

  “ For the 2021 harvest, the cropping and production levels were as follows: 
  Winter wheat -25.46ha (272 tonnes of wheat, produced for biscuit making); 
  Grass – 16.25 h  (625 haylage bales & 202 Large Hay Bales). 
   The hay and haylage are sold to local livery yards for winter food for their animals.  
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  For the 2022 growing season, cropping on Bethwines Farm includes oilseed rape and 
spring malting barley. The farmer tries to grow a diverse crop rotation to enhance the 
quality of the soil. 

  The tenant farmer has recently entered a Countryside Stewardship Scheme and areas 
of the farm have been set aside for Winter Wild Bird Feed and Flower Rich Margins to 
support pollinating insects. All waterways are also protected by grass buffer strips. He 
feels these measures are necessary as part of looking after and protecting  the local 
environment.”   

  We are also concerned about understatement of staff and portacabins in the planning 
application which would be needed to produce a service large enough to be viable or 
to obtain a licence. 

  In view of these reasons and those expressed in the responses from the members of 
the public we would respectfully ask that the refusal of the application should be 
upheld and that the appeal should be dismissed. 

 
  There being no other business the meeting closed at 7.55pm. 
 
 

 
Signed__________________________________ Date______________________________ 


